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	Teachers' notes 


	· GCSE: Revitalising urban centres 


Introduction 

These resources will provide students with an understanding of the social issues facing declining urban areas, through an examination of the deprived Harrow Road ward in the otherwise affluent London borough of Westminster. 

From an understanding of the social issues in the area, students will be equipped with a detailed case study in revitalising the environment and image of an urban centre. 

The contemporary example uses the concept of ‘soft regeneration’ to give students an understanding of alternative forms of urban planning and management. This is developed through a decision-making task. 

Aims 

· To understand the concept of ‘soft regeneration’ 

· To appreciate that socio-economic decline occurs over a long period of time due to a range of social, economic and political factors 

· To critically evaluate policy options for a particular case study and to identify appropriate forms of urban planning that meet the needs of the local community 

Learners

· To define the term ‘soft regeneration’ 

· To explore the processes through which urban areas can enter a spiral of decline 

· To identify appropriate forms of planning and management as a means to revitalise the environment and image of an urban centre

	Lesson Plan – The Prince of Wales Junction 


	Learning Objectives: 

· To identify the causes and effects of socio-economic decline 

· To understand strategies used to revitalise urban areas


	Vocabulary:

Spiral of decline 

Soft regeneration 

Public space 

	Resources:

PowerPoint presentation 

Student resource sheet 

Case study video 
	References to GCSE syllabus : 

AQA (A) – unit 2, section A (Changing Urban Environments) Revitalising an urban CBD 

AQA (B) – unit 1, section A (The Urban Environment) Redeveloping urban environments

OCR (A) – unit A674 (Issues in our fast changing world) Issues relating to urban planning 

OCR (B) – unit B563, theme 2 (Population and Settlement) Ways to develop urban areas 




	5 mins

20 mins

15 mins

15 mins

5 mins


	Introduction

Students are asked to think about their nearest town centre. Individually, they must list all of the socio-economic and environmental problems associated with that area. The emphasis should be on public spaces. This list will be returned to in the plenary activity.      

Follow the Prince of Wales Junction case study : 

· Using PP slides, introduce : 

· Harrow Road ward and the Prince of Wales Junction

· The spiral of decline and recent socio-economic problems 

· Phase 1 of the regeneration plan and soft regeneration strategies

· Show case study video (5 mins)

Task : Students split into groups and prepare presentations based on the regeneration plan activity, as per the resource sheets.

Extension: Those students that finish early could turn their attention to their local area. They could use their list of socio-economic and environmental problems to devise possible solutions. This extension will act as preparation for the class plenary. 

5 x 3 minute group presentations

Plenary

Encourage students to think about the causes of the problems they listed in the introductory activity. Using what they have learnt from the case study, ask students to suggest ways that their local area might be revitalised. 
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