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‘History is a verb not a noun.’    Ben Walsh





Asking Questions to encourage historical thinking 

Encourage the 
children to give good 

reasons

What are your 
reasons for that?

Why do you think 
that?

Ensure that the children 
are able to explain their 
ideas or give examples

What do you mean by…?

Can you give a counter 
example?

Considering other 
viewpoints and 

looking for 
alternatives

What if something 
different had 
happened? 

What would 
someone who 
disagrees say?

Questions to help 
continue the enquiry

Does this agree with 
what you said earlier?

What might the 
consequences of that be?

Are there 
similarities/differences 
between these ideas?



Line of agreement

I 
completely 

disagree

I 
completely 

agree



Helping children to organise their thoughts…



Significance Web

Christine Counsell’s 5 Rs of significance

Is it remembered?
Is it revealing?
Is it remarkable?
Does it resonate?
Did it result in change?



Living Graph – 100 year war





Sharing their ideas – missing audio


