
 

 

Lesson four: UK Cities and Transport Networks Factsheet  

CITY COUNTRY POP. (Millions) 

London England 8.25 

Birmingham England 1.09 

Glasgow Scotland 0.6 

Liverpool England 0.55 

Bristol England 0.53 

Sheffield England 0.52 

Manchester England 0.51 

Leeds England 0.47 

Edinburgh Scotland 0.46 

Leeds England 0.44 

Cardiff Wales 0.35 

Belfast N. Ireland 0.33 

UK city growth has resulted from: 

 The Industrial Revolution (late 18th C) as people 

migrated from rural areas to work in factories. 

 The growth of the railway network 

 Specialisation of industry e.g. Birmingham (Brass) 

Since 1950: decentralization of retailing/entertainment owing 

to increased car ownership and city centre congestion 

 

By the 1930s, there were a 

million cars on the road in 

Britain. The development of 

motor transport changed the 

way people lived and worked and 

had an equally big impact upon 

the railways, signalling the end of 

their greatest days. 

For a video clip on ‘Transport in 

Britain since 1930’: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education

/clips/z398q6f 
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