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Developing pupils written responses through 
structure and oracy 

● Clear approach to answering 
questions 
 

● Planning of answers 
 

● Use of connectives 
 

● Answer structure guidance  

● Modelling answers and 
speech   
 

● Planning dedicated time for 
talk within lessons  
 

● Full sentences. Formality. 
Fearlessness 
 

AO1 - Knowledge → AO2 - Understanding → AO3 Evaluation 



Formality.                Fearlessness.              Full Sentences  Whole 
School 

Approach 

Response A:  
 
Teacher: What is an environmental 
impact of mining?  
 
Pupil: Water contamination 

Response B:  
 
Teacher: What is an environmental 
impact of mining?  
 
Pupil: An environmental impact of 
mining is water contamination 

● Be confident and 
clear  
 

● Project your voice 
 

● Praising the effort 
 

● Praising responses 
 

● Acknowledging own 
mistakes 
  

● Removing the informal 
language and slang from the 
classroom environment 
 

● Modelling good formal 
responses 
  



Dedicated time to talk Y9 focus 
(all year 
groups) 

AO1 - Knowledge → AO2 - Understanding → AO3 Evaluation 

More important than ever in September due to 
potential gaps lack of communication and lack of 

good speaking role models 

● Opportunity to hear other pupils 
ideas and build on them  
 

● Opportunity to oppose other 
pupils ideas  
 

● Practice formulating an 
argument out loud  
 

● Teacher differentiation 
 

● Teacher can address common 
misconceptions 



Use of connectives: CATT Statements 

● Allows pupils to create 
complex answers and 
paragraphs 
 
 

● Responses are 
developed and thinking 
is extended 
 
 

● Encourages pupils to 
think more deeply 
about the content 
within their sentences  
 

● Teacher 
differentiation can 
also be applied  

AO1 - Knowledge → AO2 - Understanding → AO3 Evaluation 

C - Consequently 
A - A reason for this / As a result of this  
T - Therefore  
T - This meant that  

All pupils  

Y7 
remote 
learning 
example 



Structure and 
oracy: Y8 
example Step 1: Completed 

as a class 

Step 2: Pupils guided 
by questions 
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Structure and 
oracy: Y8 
example 

AO1 - Knowledge 
 
  

AO2 - Understanding  
 
 

AO3 Evaluation 

● Modelling to pupils how to 
develop their answers 
 

● Deepen and developing 
their thinking 
 

● Opportunity to practice an 
answer verbally  

Pupil response example: 
 
One cause of uneven development is a 
poor climate. As a result of this crops 
are unable to grow. This means that the 
farmers are unable to sell the crops as 
none are produced……... 
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Top Tips 
 
● Create a classroom environment where pupils are encouraged to talk - 

this should be considered in the planning stages of SOW (this more 
than ever will be crucial in September!) 
 

● Provide a clear structure that works for your pupils (e.g. CATT) 
 

● Praise the effort and correct the speaking - encourage the use of full 
sentences 
 

● Model how to develop answers - provide scaffolding that you will pull 
away over time and re-introduce when needed 
 

● Familiarity and consistency 



All pupils  
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