
 

 

 

Activity for KS2: 
 
Compare and contrast the ships Endurance from 1914 and SA Agulhas II 2019. 
 
Below are some images, one a drawing of the Endurance taken from The Imperial Trans-Antarctic Prospectus, along with an extract from the 1914 
Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition Prospectus; and an information sheet about the SA Agulhas II.  
 
Tasks: 
Draw up a table of the similarities and differences between the two ships. Think about their size, the materials that they are constructed from and 
what they are able to carry. 
In small groups, discuss why you think the Endurance was crushed by sea ice but the SA Agulhas II is able to sail through it. 
 
 
Resources: 

 
 
 
 

A tale of two ships 
Endurance and SA Agulhas II 

An extract from the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Prospectus. 
© RGS-IBG 

The SA Agulhus II: 

 Cargo capacity of 4,000 m3 the equivalent of 40 
school buses 

 Space for 500 m3 fuel 

 Capable of carrying piston bullies (ice tractors) 
that weight 35 tonnes 

 The piston bullies can be stored below deck 

 The main crane can lift 35 tonnes up to 45 
meters into the air 

 The two smaller cranes can lift 10 tonnes each 

 The helicopters on board can lift up to 1 tonne of 
cargo 
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A drawing of the SA Agulhas II 
© www.shipbucket.com 
Further information  
http://www.histarmar.com.ar/Antartida/BuquesAntarticos-
Logisticos/AgulhasII/AGULHAS%20II%20PLANSx12.jpg  

A drawing of the Endurance ship taken 
from the Imperial Trans-Antarctic 
Prospectus 1914 
© RGS-IBG 

http://www.histarmar.com.ar/Antartida/BuquesAntarticos-Logisticos/AgulhasII/AGULHAS%20II%20PLANSx12.jpg
http://www.histarmar.com.ar/Antartida/BuquesAntarticos-Logisticos/AgulhasII/AGULHAS%20II%20PLANSx12.jpg

