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OCR / RGS-IBG DATA 
SKILLS IN GEOGRAPHY 

TOPIC 1: Coastal Landscapes 
Investigating coastal landscape geography using a range of 

quantitative resources  
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Links to OCR GCE Specification for Activity
 

 
 
 

 
 
This is a coastal geographical mystery.  Using a range of qualitative and quantitative evidence, 
delegates will need to piece together the landscape coastal processes that are operating in a this 
complex coastal environment.  
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(1) Background (superficial) geology and landscape (topography) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Source: http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html  
 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
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Source: https://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beach sediment data taken from this beach 

west 

east 

https://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm
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2 Sediment processes and littoral cells 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The Newhaven Harbour in a storm.  
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Source: Classic Landforms 
 

 
Source: Extract from local SMP 
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(3) Fieldwork data on sediment size 
 

 
Source:  Wentworth Sediment Chart 
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Source FSC – Juniper Hall. 
Comment on the reliability and accuracy of the data.    
 
(4)  Synthesis and analysis of data and research information 
 
Focus themes.  Take 2 of these, and build and evidenced-based answer.  
1. The sources of the material forming the beach west of Newhaven Harbour 
2. The cause and extent of the distinct gradation in the size of clasts 
3. The role of longshore sediment transport 
4. The role of extreme events in the formation and present-day development of the pebble-beach 
feature 
5. Relic vs active nature of deposits 
6. Prevailing wind vs dominant wind 
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Below: space for your synthesis discussions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


