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Our homework journey… 
• The issues 
• The time 
• The marking 
• The point? 

Cathy Vatterott (2010) identified five fundamental 
characteristics of good homework: purpose, efficiency, 
ownership, competence, and aesthetic appeal. 
1.Purpose: all homework assignments are meaningful & 
students must also understand the purpose of the 
assignment and why it is important in the context of their 
academic experience (Xu, 2011). 
2.Efficiency: homework should not take an inordinate 
amount of time and should require some hard thinking. 
3.Ownership: students who feel connected to the content 
and assignment learn more and are more motivated. 
Providing students with choice in their assignments is one 
way to create ownership. 
4.Competence: students should feel competent in 
completing homework. In order to achieve this, it’s benefi-
cial to abandon the one-size-fits-all model. Homework that 
students can’t do without help is not good homework. 
5.Inspiring: A well-considered & clearly designed resource 
and task impacts positively upon student motivation. @Jennnnnn_x 



Homework at KS3  
• Homework menus… 
• Geography in the 
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Homework at KS4… 
In 2014 in a BBC Radio 4 
interview Prof Hattie said: 
“Homework in primary 
school has an effect of 
around zero. In high school 
it’s larger ... which is why we 
need to get it right, not why 
we need to get rid of it. 
 
“Certainly I think we get 
over obsessed with 
homework. Five to 10 
minutes has the same effect 
of one hour to two hours. 
The worst thing you can do 
with homework is give kids 
projects. The best thing you 
can do is to reinforce 
something you have 
already learnt.” 
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