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What is guided reading? 

This is the ‘highly 

intentional reading 

process’ for our trust -

The River Learning Trust 

Based on the deliberate 

and guided strategies 

pioneered by Ruth 

Miskin (2007) - Read 

Write Inc



Why use it in Geography?

- Very wide range of key terms

- Extremely different units requiring multiple layers of substantive and 

conceptual knowledge

- Lack of high quality textbooks which fit into desired curriculum

- Very wide range of resources to choose from - but the articles can be difficult 

to understand for KS3 students 

- Try to increase ability of students to deal with ‘cognitive overload’

- Maintain high expectations for all students no matter what their ability

- To try to ensure that there is more of a ‘story’ to the content - the whole 

explanation is presented as a whole, and students then experience this in a 

less fragmented way



How have I gone about introducing it into the curriculum?

- KS3 focus - Used across multiple lessons in Years 7-9
- CPD provided for all staff engaging with process - and they are also encouraged 

to make articles themselves and contribute
- Only introducing articles where we feel they would enhance the curriculum and 

understanding - not just for the sake of it
- Keeping existing resources and adding to them
- Creating space in the curriculum - reading helps to develop in depth 

understanding and extended writing but cannot be rushed
- Resources provided initially to staff along with recorded in class model examples
- Review process during department meetings twice a term
- Met with key people across the school to ensure I am enabling all learners to 

benefit from them: SENCo; Literacy Coordinator; Head of English; Reading 
Support Specialists



Modifying the guided reading process for Geography

Modified HIP based 

on our experiences 

over term 1

- Curriculum time 

pressure

- Behaviour 

management 

and engagement

- Teacher 

confidence with 

delivery



Resource Example - Bespoke Article

Clear title -

article has 

been written by 

subject 

specialist to 

exactly fit the 

knowledge we 

want to impart 

to students

Paragraphs are 

broken down into 

manageable 

sections and 

each given very 

clear sub title to 

support access 

for vulnerable 

learners

Selected vocabulary 

is bolded - and then 

included on a 

glossary on the 

board or under the 

article so students 

can refer to this if 

needed

NB - Recent 

change is to pre 

teach this key 

vocabulary 

BEFORE we start 

the unit to try and 

ensure a basic 

understanding of 

the key terms so 

students can then 

fully engage with 

the article and use 

it to develop their 

explanation



Further use in a lesson - extended writing

Example of a model paragraph - instead of just giving this to students 

we live model this using a visualiser - the key us enabling students to 

be able to use the article and their knowledge to construct a piece of 

extended writing (EEF Metacognition Report - 2018). This way they 

understand not just what the topic is about, but how to use resources 

and their knowledge to explain concepts clearly

Sentence stems often help more vulnerable learners to 

access - these will be used in the lesson and students 

will then work silently on their writing, with the teacher 

supporting students individually - vulnerable learners 

first 



Resource Example - Adapted Article

Article divided 

up into 

numbered and 

sub titled 

sections

Comprehension 

questions 

designed to 

review reading 

after and 

demonstrate 

understanding -

labelled so 

students know 

where to look for 

answers

Only include limited 

pictures - these can 

distract the students 

- unless they are 

explicitly referred to

Question 10 

designed to get 

students to practice 

‘summarising’ and 

demonstrate 

understanding

NB - article adapted 

from one found online 

to ensure knowledge 

is correct and save 

time - doesn't always 

save time though!



Future development 

- Expanding to every topic across the key stage - doing it as we go this year

- Providing a wide range of recorded examples so that new staff and non 

specialist staff can also feel confident and comfortable about doing this in 

class and deliver a consistent experience for the students

- Applying the same principle at Key Stage 4 and 5 where appropriate 

- Working with other schools and departments to improve our practice and 

share good practice 



Context and Getting Involved

- As well as being a trust-wide, school and department priority this is also 

forming part of a Masters Project

- Would welcome any other schools who would like to trial some guided 

reading over the next few weeks to get involved and contribute to this - can 

provide many different examples of resources - many of which could be used 

straight away - as well as advice and support with introducing this - only 

caveat would be a willingness to do a quick questionnaire at the start and 

after you have tried it, and being willing to chat to me for a few minutes about 

your thoughts and experiences 

- Please drop me an email asap if you would be interested -

rlittlewood@cherwellschool.org
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