
   
Hong Kong: a city in Asia by the sea 

Module Overview 

This series of lessons is designed for key stage one and lower key stage two pupils to get a sense of a 

densely populated city in Asia that is geographically and culturally diverse.  There are modern 

skyscrapers and traditional villages, urban and rural areas, a Country Park, port districts and shopping 

districts.  There are both modern and traditional elements of the city’s human geography: Chinese cultural 

traditions sit alongside modern western facilities; wealthy families with domestic helpers alongside an 

aging population with long life expectancy but no old age pensions.   

This teaching unit brings Hong Kong’s complexity to life through a range of media and narratives.  

Distinctive and dramatic photography [both aerial and landscape], engaging and interesting globe and 

map activities, and narratives of individuals from a range of backgrounds are included.  There is built in 

progression through the lessons.  Lessons one to three are largely pitched at KS1. Lesson four, five and 

six are suitable for KS2.   

Lesson one:  Would you like to visit to Hong Kong?  

This lesson involves a fun and engaging map and photo-based activity which allows pupils to learn about 

the journey to Hong Kong from their own location.  They learn about the location of Hong Kong in a global 

context and follow the flight path from London to Hong Kong International Airport, discussing the range of 

countries and oceans they cross on route.  

Lesson two: Travelling in Hong Kong 

This lesson involves a route planning and writing activity which allows pupils to learn more about what 

Hong Kong is like, the different areas of Hong Kong and how to travel between them. Pupils continue 

their journey to James’s house; travelling from the airport, to Central on Hong Kong Island, and then on to 

Lamma Island. The main activity involves writing a postcard describing their journey and James’s local 

area.  

Lesson three: What is Hong Kong like? 

In this lesson pupils view a series of engaging photographs of Hong Kong that will aid the development of 

geographical vocabulary, description and a strong sense of place. 

 

Lesson four: Hong Kong - Asia’s World City 

This lesson focuses on the human geography of the city and engages pupils through individual narratives 

about the people of Hong Kong.  They gain an insight into daily life, lifestyles and culture. It also explores 

the process of migration. Pupils learn the diversity of age, wealth, cultural background and family histories 

in the city.  Pupils compare and contrast Hong Kong with the place they live 

Lesson five: What are the challenges facing Hong Kong? 

This lesson introduces children to the challenges facing the city region of Hong Kong; the main teaching 

part of the lesson covers the human-induced or man-made challenges, and the activity covers natural 

challenges. Pupils learn the challenges of eight million people living in a very small space. It supports 



   
pupils’ development of geographical skills. Photos reveal key challenges, including pollution and waste as 

well as current solutions such as recycling and landfill sites.   

Note: the partner work of the group activity requires access to a computer, and the use of a child-friendly 

search engine.  

Lesson six: Hong Kong data challenge  

This lesson involves data and evidence-based activities. There will be some cross-curricular learning 

through maths activities involving larger numbers with a wow factor. The questions are related to the topic 

of last lesson, and reinforce the learning related to the human-induced and natural environmental 

challenges facing Hong Kong such as overfishing, pollution and flooding.    

 

 


